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AWEN Update    
      
Mission Statement:  ÒA statewide network of Alaska women who are committed to 
conserving AlaskaÕs natural heritage through education, outreach, and public service.Ó 
 
Recent Accomplishments: 
We recently completed all of our paperwork to become an official non-profit org!  We 
were formerly a program of National Wildlife Federation (NWF), but now we are a stand 
alone organization.  WeÕd like to extend a big thanks to our friends at NWF for helping 
us through this transition.   
 
We have a draft version of our long term strategic plan complete and are working on 
finalizing our FY08 Annual Plan (AP).  We will be adding to this AP after our Annual 
Planning meeting on Sunday, October 14th, at the Eagle River Nature Center.   
  
AWEN has established a website complete with resource links and an events calendar at 
www.awenalaska.org.  We are also the proud sponsors of a Myspace page that can be 
found at www.myspace.com/170226122. 
 

Recent Activities:  
AWEN has been active in organizing outreach events such as a womenÕs rock climbing 
evening at the Rock Gym in Anchorage, as well as a group bike ride in association with 
Rachel Carson Day, an event sponsored by Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
(ACAT).  We organized a group that took on the City Wide Clean-Up in late April, and 
are were Honchos for the Anchorage Waterways Council Creek Clean-Up.  In late 
August we gathered members of the network together to pick blueberries at Arctic Valley 
ski area! 
 
We also sponsored a showing of ÒUnnatural SelectionÓ at Tap Root CafŽ to raise 
awareness of the social and environmental issues associated with Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs).  We are currently planning additional showings at multiple locations 
across Anchorage. 
 
Our AWEN Summer Lecture Series included: 
 

! A representative from Alaska Community Action on Toxics (ACAT) presenting the lecture 
"Women's Health and the Environment: What Science Tells Us About Health Effects of 
Environmental Contaminants and How We Can Take Action to Protect Our Health and 
Communities."   
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! We had a brown bag lunch lecture on ÒThe Future of Recycling in AnchorageÓ with Kevin Harun, 
Municipality of Anchorage Recycling Coordinator. 

 
! Nearly 50 people joined AWEN and Verna Pratt for an educational walk focusing on native plants 

at the Alaska Botanical Garden! 
 

! We partnered with REI for a ÒLeave No Trace: Backcountry EthicsÓ seminar. 
 

! Together with BLM, we brought an interesting discussion about Wildfire to the Campbell Creek 
Science Center.   

 
! And most recently we had Tammie Wilson, Municipality of Anchorage,   lead a two part lecture 

on ÒRain Gardens in Anchorage.Ó   
 
As AWEN branches out and gathers additional support across Alaska we will encourage 
local chapters to sponsor their own lectures and community forums.  Please let us know if 
you would like to help organize an AWEN chapter where you live, or if you have a great 
idea that we can develop within the Anchorage area.   
 

We will continue to bring educational lectures and films throughout the fall and winter.  
Please check out our calendar at www.awenalaska.org, or add your name to our listserve 
so that you can stay informed.   
 

Current Projects: 
 

Linking up with Women in Rural Alaska: 
Establishing solid connections between the Òurban coreÓ of AWEN and women in rural 
Alaska is essential to the mission and vitality of AWEN as a whole. We are pleased to 
announce our recent partnership with Mothers for Alaska. We look forward to furthering 
our relationship with these women so that we may learn more about their personal 
experiences with regard to the impacts of climate change on their communities, and offer 
them a network of support that they may draw upon in educating others about their 
experiences.  We will continue to partner with them in the future.  
 
Providing Educational Resources and Trainings: 
We will continue to provide environmental resources through our listserve, and will be 
adding to our ÒresourcesÓ link on our website, www.awenalaska.org.   
 
Please join us for our Annual Planning meeting on Sunday October 14th, at the Eagle 
River Nature Center.  We will be discussing future educational events and trainings for 
the upcoming year.  More information will be added to our website in the coming weeks, 
so save the date and keep checking the website for any additional info.   
 
As always, volunteers and donations are much appreciated.  Volunteers are the heart of 
AWEN and we would love to see our many members get re-acquainted with a new 
network.  We are excited to spread our wings and always welcome in new ideas and 
energy.  Thank you for your continued support! 
  
May the Northern Lights guide our way, 
Nicole Allison 
President, AWEN 


